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“Great Jewish Thinkers”
Rabbi Issac Abarbanel (1437 - 1508)
(Lisbon, Portugal. — Toledo, Spain. — Naples, Padua, Venice, Italy)

As a financial and political genius he served six kings in the courts of
Portugal, Spain, Naples and Venice, - as a diplomat, statesman, financier,
counsellor and mediator. But having lived through the harsh suffering of the
Expulsion of Jews from Spain and Portugal in 1492 and 1497 respectively,
he sought to inspire the soul of his people by encouraging messianic hope
in order to counter the general feelings of hopelessness and despair.

After the Expulsion, he believed that the messianic arrival was imminent in
1503. Between 1496 and 1498 he wrote three messianic works which form

part of a larger work entitled niviwr 71an, "Tower of Salvation". This was

the largest and most comprehensive work on this subject ever written.

1. nyiwn avyn, "The Wellsprings of Salvation", a commentary on the
Book of Daniel and its predictions of the Redemption.

2. In'wn nwiw, "The Salvation of His Anointed", an interpretation of
Talmudic and Midrashic literature about the Mashiach;

3. nyiwr ymwn, "Announcing Salvation", a commentary on all the
messianic prophecies in the books of the Nevi'im.



METEMPSYCHOSIS - ‘GILGUL NESHAMOT’ DEVARIM CH.25.
PARSHAT KI TETZEI. ‘THE CASE OF YIBUM’.

T Y'KY NYIDD NRDTNYR NANTRY 177K |31 DD TRX N IFTN? DIAK 13YTD
;AN NWKRY i ANEH 7Y X3 Anae

When brothers dwell together and one of them dies and leaves no
son, the wife of the deceased shall not be married to a stranger,
outside the family. Her husband’s brother shall unite with her: he shall
take her as his wife and perform the levirite duty.
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The first son that she bears shall be accounted to the dead brother,
that his name may not be blotted out in Israel.
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